Multiple Choice
· Lees eerst alleen de vraag, niet de mogelijke antwoorden.
· Zoek dan in de tekst het juiste antwoord.
· Vergelijk dan je eigen antwoord met de gegeven mogelijkheden en kies het beste antwoord.
Laat je niet leiden door je eigen kennis of mening, dit is TEKST verklaren!

VMBO

Tekst 1

Take Tea with the Tigers . . . 

Sophie Campbell went to Singapore for the city’s celebrated ‘Night
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Safari’
MOONLIGHT. Out of the trees steps a tiger.

Orange coat, white belly, all griddled with

stripes. Sprays of whiskers caught in the

moonbeams. Massive paws. He strolls down

5      to the river, files his claw thoughtfully on a log, steps

over it and slides into the water.

The territory is 40 hectares of rain-forest, next to

the respected Singapore Gardens. The Night Safari Park
opens at 7.30pm as night falls and closes at midnight.

10    Its inhabitants are the nocturnal creatures — otters,

leopards, rhinos — which you never really see in a

daylight zoo because they are curled up and snoring.

Night Safari, now nine years old, is one of

Singapore's top tourist attractions. Even so, the old rules

15    about animals still apply. On the night I was there, the

Creatures Of The Night Show — with humorous

commentary by a keeper with a headset — ground to a halt because the first act (a large

owl) refused to come on. The mutiny spread: a leopard failed to appear on its platform.

The Night Safari is staggeringly popular and since its great charm is the illusion that

20    you are out there with the animals, it really is worth aiming for solitude.

You can walk — there are three different walking trails — or take the open-sided

tram, which does a West Loop and an East Loop.

My advice is to turn up at 9pm, avoid the show, always packed, and while everyone

else is watching it, do one of the walking trails. The authentic jungle noises alone make

25    the hairs stand up on the back of your neck.

You should get back just as the people watching the show rush off on the trams. This

is your cue to dine at the Bongo Bongo Burger Bar and walk another trail to work off the

food. As the stampede begins for the exit, you nip on to the last tram (11.15pm), and

survey the creatures in peace!

1p 
5 What is the function of the first paragraph?

The writer wants

A to create a certain atmosphere for the reader.

B to describe the different aspects of a special park.

C to draw attention to the dangers of the jungle.

D to show the reader some unknown sides of cat-like animals.

1p 
6 What makes the Night Safari Park attractive to visitors, according to lines 1-12?

A It gives them an opportunity to watch animals under unique conditions.

B It has a collection of rare species that you will not find in other zoos.

C It is situated in the middle of a big city.

D It welcomes visitors nearly 24 hours a day.

1p  
7 “Even so, the old rules about animals still apply.” (lines 14 and 15)

What does the writer want to point out?

A Animals get lazy when everything is done for them.

B Animals often do not behave in the way we expect them to.

C These animals are still wild, so they can be quite dangerous.

D These animals usually hate to perform tricks.

1p 
8 “My advice is …” (line 23)

What does Sophie Campbell’s advice come down to according to lines 23-25?

A Don’t follow the crowd!

B Enjoy the show!

C Travel lightly!

D Watch your step!

Tekst 2

Can she fix it?

[image: image2.jpg]


Yes she can! As Julie Bindel

discovers, female builders are in

huge demand – but can they ever

compete with the tea-slurping boys?

1  
Of all the construction workers

employed at London’s Wembley

Stadium, what percentage would

you guess are women? Five? Ten?

Twenty at a push? How about

0.05%? “Out of 10,000,” notes Karen

Procter, director of the national

organisation, Women and Manual

Trades (WAMT), “between three and

five are women.”

2 
It’s a statistic that seems even more shocking when you consider that, in the

run-up to the 2012 Olympics in London, Britain is short of 350,000 builders.

Across the building trade, women account for fewer than 1% of workers, making

the building site still very much a man’s domain – what Procter describes as ‘the

last bastion of sexist discrimination in the workplace’.

3 
The government belatedly seems to have taken notice. Education Secretary

Alan Johnson recently reserved £20m for training women in construction.

Whether this will be enough remains to be seen.

4 
Amid all this bad news, though, there are a few success stories. Plasterer

Janet Shelley says that she has always wanted to “do things that people think

are impossible”, and so set up Women Builders, a company that now employs

the UK’s largest female construction workforce – 14 full-time builders. “We have

no problems filling vacancies,” says Shelley. “There are lots more women

wanting to work in the trade than there are jobs.”

5 
So I set off for Milton Keynes, where Women Builders set up three years

ago. Women Builders are renovating a local village school, ripping out kitchens

and rebuilding walls. I meet Louise Horwood, a 20-year-old carpenter. “I always

wanted to be a builder,” she tells me, “but my dad, who is in the trade, was dead

against it.” After leaving school, Horwood briefly tried hairdressing college, but

hated it. “I had never been so bored in all my life,” she says, “and my dad’s

pressure on me only made me more determined.” She entered the world of

construction aged just 16 and at first struggled to cope. “Men would harassingly

say, ‘Don’t break your nails on that, love, it’s too heavy.’ But I kept going and

now I’m one of them.”

6 
Janet Shelley works closely with WAMT – which represents and supports

women working and training in skilled manual and craft occupations – to try to

establish better working practices and reduce discrimination. When WAMT

began in 1975, small numbers of middle-class, white, educated women entered

the trade partly to protest at women’s exclusion. Today, however, 60% of

members are black, and have similar class backgrounds to their male

counterparts. “Most of these women are moving out of manual jobs like cleaning

and catering into trades where they can earn four times as much,” says Procter.

7 
Women Builders is never short of work, but there is still the occasional

customer who does not understand the kind of firm they are. “Sometimes you

turn up for a job at someone’s house, or business, and the highly surprised

client will say to us, ‘Oh, you really are women!’”

8 
Shelley and Horwood say that when they are on a building site, people will

stop and openly stare at them. Some will shout and ask what they are doing.

“We are at the stage with women construction workers today that we were 25

years ago with male nurses,” Procter believes. “In a few years, it will be far more

common to see women in hard hats up on scaffolding.”

9 
If women in building are to really flourish, organisations such as WAMT say,

it is crucial that the opportunity offered by the 2012 Olympics isn’t wasted. “We

will see how keen the government is to end the extreme levels of sexism and

discrimination in the building trade,” says Procter, “and we expect to see many

more women encouraged and trained to work on building sites, alongside men

who treat them as equals.” A tall order, maybe, but these women certainly know

how to stand up to the big boys.

1p 
22 According to paragraphs 1 and 2, what is meant by “‘the last bastion of sexist

discrimination’”? (end paragraph 2)

A London’s Wembley Stadium

B the building site

C the Olympics

D the WAMT
1p 
23 Which of the following is true for Janet Shelley according to paragraph 4?

A She has to put great effort into finding suitable workers.

B She herself also works in the building trade.

C She is not a very enterprising person.

D She is struggling to make her company profitable.

1p 
24 What becomes clear about Louise Horwood from paragraph 5?

A She had to work very hard to be seen as equal by her male colleagues.

B She had worked as a hairdresser for years before she took up building.

C She only started on a building course after the death of her father.

D She still has a problem with some of the remarks made at work.
2p 
25 Geef van elk van de volgende beweringen over de organisatie WAMT aan of

deze juist of onjuist is op grond van alinea 6.

Omcirkel ‘juist’ of ‘onjuist’ in je uitwerkbijlage.

De organisatie

1 zet zich ook in tegen discriminatie van vrouwen in de bouw.

2 ondersteunde helemaal in het begin alleen laagopgeleide vrouwen.

3 vertegenwoordigt op dit moment voor het grootste deel zwarte vrouwen.

4 helpt vrouwen meer te verdienen dan ze in de schoonmaak of horeca doen.

1p 
26 “‘Oh, you really are women!’” (end of paragraph 7)

What does this reaction point out about the customers of ‘Women Builders’?

A Not all of them realise that ‘Women Builders’ employs only women.

B Some of them refuse to believe that women can build houses.

C They have made clear they strongly prefer men to do the job.

D They think the female builders employed by ‘Women Builders’ look a lot like

men.
1p 
27 ‘…can they ever compete with the tea-slurping boys?’ (introduction)

Karen Procter answers this question in paragraph 9.

What does her answer come down to?

A In future men and women will definitely work together as equals on building

sites.

B The 2012 Olympics will hopefully function as a positive turning point.

C The government is unwilling to change its policy to achieve this equality.

D Women will always be discriminated against in construction work.
Text 3:
Adventure Playgrounds

[image: image3.emf]
(1) Adventure playgrounds to let

older children find out about risk

will open around the country.

Children's Secretary1) Ed 

Balls promised to spend

extra money for physically
challenging

play areas aimed

at turning 8- to 13-year-olds

away from the computer

screen. He is worried too

many children no longer

experience controlled risk which

would teach them to take safe

decisions in future. It is part of a

major government plan to

reverse the decline of childhood.

This plan also aims at improving

drugs and alcohol education in

an attempt to tackle increasingly

risky behaviour such as

binge-drinking. The exposure of

children to violent images via

the internet or video games will

also be tackled.

(2) While the plan will focus on

improving children's lives

outside school, it will also

contain measures aimed at driving

up exam performance.

Mr Balls will announce a

£250 million fund to provide more catch-up classes and one-to-one tuition with the aim of helping

struggling pupils and stimulating

the gifted. Secondary school

pupils who have been expelled

from school or are struggling

with the curriculum will learn

how to run a business at a new

breed of ‘studio schools’ for 14-

to 19-year-olds. They will be

more like workplaces than

schools and pupils will learn

teamwork and leadership skills

there.

noot 1 Children’s Secretary = minister van Gezinszaken

 2 What is said about adventure playgrounds in paragraph 1?

A They are designed to look like computer games.

B They are often too dangerous and need to become safer.

C They can help youngsters learn about making the right choices.

D They will become information centres to educate teenagers.
 3 Which educational change is part of Ed Balls’ plan, according to

paragraph 2?

He wants schools to

A find placements for pupils after their finals.

B pay more attention to the home situation of pupils.

C set apart unruly pupils in special classrooms.

D teach more pupils individually or in small groups.

Havo
Tekst 1 
Giga-what?

Barbie Gets Her Own Computer

[image: image4.emf]by Ophira Edut
1 IN FALL 1999, Mattel began marketing two different versions of a home computer. For fellas, a Hot Wheels system, decorated in you-bet-I’m-a-straight-boy blue, and 

covered with flames. For girls, there’s a Barbie version, which is silver and covered in pink and purple flowers. Then there’s software that comes bundled with the package. Boys get adventure games like Oregon Trail, while girls get creative writing software and – yes – a program called “Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing.”

2 Apparently, someone thinks the daughters of the 

Information Revolution need to learn a special lesson about 

the “proper” place for girls. Who cares if a 6-year-old girl 

can boot up a hard drive, design her own web page, and 

would rather play adrenaline-pumping action games? Mattel 

wants her slaving and sweating, improving her words-per-

minute rate, and solidifying her chances to land a modest 

secretarial position when she grows up.

3 Complicating matters is the PC’s extremely low price tag 

– $599 – for a monitor, speakers, hard drive, and software. 

At such an affordable sticker price, Mattel could bring 

computers en masse into the homes of girls. This would be 

great, if the company wasn’t also bringing along its own 

social programming – meant to pin girls firmly down in their 

place when they’re most impressionable.

4   Do we try out the wares or eject the data? Barbie’s 

creators present us with a difficult choice. I, for one, want 

to see girls become fluent in the complex language of the 

Computer Age. Too bad Mattel still programs in Basic.

www.adiosbarbie.com
1  How does Ophira Edut deal with the subject of her article in paragraphs 1 and 2? 

A By accusing Mattel of commercial exploitation of children. 

B By complimenting Mattel on its smart methods for selling more computers. 

C By giving a critical description of the product that she is reviewing. 

D By promoting a very attractive new toy for boys and girls. 
2  What is Ophira Edut’s final judgement about the Mattel computer for girls? 

A She concludes that girls will not be interested in the software that comes with it. 

B She considers it a useful tool for girls to learn elementary computer skills. 

C She is positive about its price but negative about the software provided. 

D She only recommends it for girls who have little experience with computers.
Tekst 2

Kidman with clichés

Charles Spencer
Nicole Kidman

by Tim Ewbank and Stafford Hildred 

Headline, £17·99, 244 pp
[image: image5.emf]
1 TENNYSON1) MEMORABLY described a critic 

as a “louse in the locks of literature”. Messrs 

Ewbank and Hildred are a pair of lice in the 

expensively groomed locks of celebrity. 

2 In recent years they have churned out 

biographies of Roy Keane, David Jason, Russell 

Crowe, Julie Christie, John Thaw, Rod Stewart 

and Joanna Lumley. Perhaps these books were 

full of insight, wit and fresh facts, but after 

reading their latest opus, on Nicole Kidman, I 

somehow doubt it. 

3 This is a dreadful take-the-money-and-run 

project that spends more than 200 pages 

presenting rather less information than you 

would gain from an intelligent profile in a 

quality newspaper. Naively, I’d always assumed 

that the purpose of unauthorised biographies 

was to dish the dirt and the gossip. That may be 

an objectionable function, but at least it gives 

the reader some bang for their bucks. Ewbank 

and Hildred, however, have contented 

themselves with stuffing their book with clichés 

about the Australian actress, formerly Mrs Tom 

Cruise. 

4 Her film career has taken off spectacularly 

with two terrific performances in major movies 

– as the troubled mother in Alejandro 

Amenabar’s brilliant ghost story, The Others, 

and as Satine, the courtesan and star, in Baz 

Luhrmann’s exuberant musical Moulin Rouge. 

They are both fine achievements, but to describe 

Kidman as “arguably the most famous actress in 

the world” strikes me as absurd. More famous 

than Liz Taylor? More famous than Judi Dench? 

Surely not. 

5 The reason why most people will buy this 

book is to find out what really went wrong in 

her marriage to Cruise, but here Ewbank and 

Hildred draw a notable blank, delivering no 

juicy morsels at all. One moment the couple are 

blissfully happy, the next they are 

issuing a statement announcing 

their separation. 

Did it have 

anything to do 

with Cruise’s 

adherence to 

Scientology? Or 

did the many 

months they spent 

filming Stanley 

Kubrick’s notably 

steamy Eyes Wide 

Shut together 

reveal faultlines in 

their marriage? 

Ewbank and Hildred don’t appear 

to have a clue. 

They don’t even raise the questions. 

6 What you get is a 
   detailed trudge through 

every movie Kidman has ever made, which 

recounts the plots in dreary detail without 

giving you much insight into Kidman’s 

performances, together with frequent assertions 

of what a thoroughly nice woman Kidman is, 

and what a smashing, loving, liberal family she 

comes from. 

7 We are left with judgments that sound like 

headmasterly school reports, which is odd when 

you consider that the authors are a pair of 

tabloid newshounds who can’t spot a cliché 

without rushing to embrace it like a long-lost 

friend. 

8 What makes Kidman interesting is a screen 

and a stage presence that simultaneously 

suggests the innocent and the sensual, as a critic 

from New York’s Village Voice perceptively 

noted. It’s a highly provocative combination but 

this colourless and pointless book makes her 

seem marginally less interesting than a dull, 

dutifully conscientious Girl Guide.

The Sunday Telegraph

noot 1 Tennyson: English poet (1809-1892) 
“I somehow doubt it” (end of paragraph 2) 

3 „ What does Charles Spencer have doubts about? 

A Whether Ewbank and Hildred chose the right people to write biographies about. 

B Whether Ewbank and Hildred had Nicole Kidman’s permission to write her biography. 

C Whether Ewbank and Hildred have written any good biographies at all. 

D Whether Ewbank and Hildred’s biography of Nicole Kidman is worth reading. 

4  Wat is het voornaamste bezwaar van Charles Spencer tegen de inhoud van de biografie 

Nicole Kidman volgens alinea 3? 

5„ What is the main aim of paragraph 4? 

A To criticise Ewbank and Hildred for praising Nicole Kidman too highly. 

B To explain why Ewbank and Hildred have written about Nicole Kidman. 

C To express agreement with one point made by Ewbank and Hildred. 

D To point out some of Nicole Kidman’s shortcomings as an actress. 

E To provide background information on Nicole Kidman’s career. 
6   What is Charles Spencer’s point in paragraph 5? 

A Ewbank and Hildred do not seem to have any interest in Nicole Kidman’s private life. 

B Ewbank and Hildred fail to explain why Nicole Kidman and Tom Cruise broke up. 

C It is obvious that Nicole Kidman’s marriage to Tom Cruise gained her lots of free publicity. 

D It will always be a mystery why Nicole Kidman and Tom Cruise decided to get married. 

7    How does Charles Spencer qualify Ewbank and Hildred’s Nicole Kidman in paragraphs 6 

and 7? 

A As amazingly accurate, in view of its writers’ usual carelessness. 

B As remarkably boring, in view of its writers’ press background. 

C As unusually complimentary, in view of its writers’ critical attitude to stardom. 
8 „ What is Charles Spencer’s main criticism of Ewbank and Hildred’s Nicole Kidman in 

paragraph 8? 

A It does not do justice to the qualities that Nicole Kidman has as an actress. 

B It pays too much attention to Nicole Kidman’s unremarkable youth. 

C It shows lack of understanding of the roles Nicole Kidman has played. 
Tekst 3
See the couple in the bar?

That’s Mr and Mrs Copper
There is something deeply 

sinister about the latest tactic 

dreamt up by the Avon and 

Somerset police for catching 

5 
drink drivers. Six undercover officers, 

three male and three female, have been 

trained to mingle with drinkers in 

country pubs, posing as courting 

couples. They will note how much their 

10 
fellow customers are drinking. Then, 

they will follow their suspects into the 

car park, wait for them to reach for 

their car keys and arrest them. 

 “The telltale signs,” said Chief 

15 
Inspector Tim Harris, displaying the 

dazzling detective skills that have 

carried him to the top of his 

profession, “will be if someone is 

slurring their speech, staggering or 

20 
smelling of alcohol.” Brilliant, my dear 

Holmes! 

 There are many, I know, who will 

applaud this police initiative. We are 

all obliged, these days, to say that 

25 
drink drivers are the enemies of 

humanity, who have caused untold 

misery and wrecked countless lives. 

We are not allowed to state the obvious 

truth that many more than 99 per cent 

30 
of people who drive home from the pub 

with more than the legally permitted 

amount of alcohol in their breath or 

blood reach their destinations perfectly 

safely, without hurting anybody. 

35 
The maddening thing about this 

piece of political correctness is that it 

is so clearly justified. It really is 

monstrously wrong to drive while 

drunk, as I am ashamed to admit that I 

40 
have done in my time. Almost 

everybody of my age (I am 51) has had 

friends, or friends of friends, who have 

been killed by drivers the worse for 

drink. The risk of causing all that 

45 
misery is just not worth taking. 

 It is a huge leap, however, from 

acknowledging that something is 

obviously wrong, to saying that any 

means of preventing it from happening 

50 
are therefore OK. Avon and Somerset 

police seem to have made that leap, 

without a thought about its 

implications. 

 Most Britons, I reckon, will 

55 
instinctively have found something 

creepy about the idea of secret 

policemen spying on them in the pub. 

If Avon and Somerset police really 

want to discourage people from 

60 
drinking and driving, they should hang 

around in the pub ..13… . 

 However, they would argue, 

presumably, that it is more effective to 

go undercover, since by this means 

65 1only half a dozen officers will be able 

to spread unease throughout two entire 

counties. Nobody will know if that 

strange couple by the window are 

proper love-birds or agents of the 

70 
state. I suspect, however, that the 

force’s real motives are to meet the 

Government’s wretched targets by 

making a few more easy arrests and 

raising more fines. 

75 
The trouble with Chief Inspector 

Harris’s scheme is that it turns on its 

head the proper relationship between 

the police and the public. When I was a 

child, there was a clear understanding 

80 
that the police were public servants, 

employed by us to look after us. I often 

get the feeling now, however, that the 

police look upon themselves as the 

masters, paid by the state to keep the 

85 
rest of us in order. 

 That impression has been strongly 

reinforced by the way in which the 

police so often seem to regard 

themselves above the law. Only 

90 
yesterday, it emerged that no fewer 

than 59 police officers in Derbyshire 

had been caught speeding last year. 

None of them was answering an 

emergency call at the time, and yet not 

95 
a single one was prosecuted. 

 If the police want to instil respect 

for the law, they should obey it 

themselves. Meanwhile, we must all 

beware of courting couples in the pub.
The Daily Telegraph

“There are many, I know, who will applaud this police initiative.” (regels 22-23) 

9
 Wat is volgens de schrijver het doel van dit initiatief en welk middel gebruikt de 

politie om dit doel te bereiken? 

Baseer beide delen van het antwoord op de eerste alinea. 

10
To which of the following does “political correctness” (line 36) refer? 

A “There is ... drink drivers.” (lines 1-5) 

B “They will ... are drinking.” (lines 9-10) 

C “We are ... countless lives.” (lines 23-27) 

D “many more ... hurting anybody” (lines 29-34) 

11
What does the writer mainly wish to express in lines 37-45 (“It really … worth 

taking.”)? 

A His anger at public misbehaviour. 

B His disgust at drink driving. 

C His regret at having been a drink driver. 

D His sadness over losing so many friends. 

“Most Britons ... the pub.” (regels 54-57) 

12
 Met welk ander woord heeft de schrijver dit gevoel al eerder verwoord? 

Citeer dit woord uit de tekst. 

13
Which of the following fits the gap in line 61 of the text? 

A in full uniform 

B less openly 

C more often 

D until closing time 

14
Which of the following can be concluded from the seventh paragraph 

(lines 62-74)? 

A The authorities are not allowed to use illegal methods to maintain the law. 

B The police have their own reasons for tackling drink driving as they do. 

C The public is well aware that the police need to work efficiently. 
15
 What does the writer suggest in the eighth paragraph (lines 75-85)? 

A People nowadays need the police more than they used to do. 

B The police have lost sight of their proper role in society. 

C The police rely too much on the co-operation of the public. 

D The public image of the police is rapidly getting worse. 

16
What is the aim of the ninth paragraph (lines 86-95)? 

To portray the police as 

A ambitious. 

B arrogant. 

C concerned. 

D reckless. 

17
Welke alinea in dit artikel is sarcastisch van toon? 

Noteer de eerste drie woorden van deze alinea. 
VWO: Tekst 4
Results A-levels expected 

1 When A-level grades are published on Thursday, we can expect two familiar 

analyses of how the school-leavers of England and Wales have performed. 

2 According to one, our children are displaying greater intelligence than children of 

previous generations, explaining why around one in five grades given is an A. Twenty 

years ago, it was more like one in 10. The other theory will be that exams are getting 

easier, that marking is more lenient and that things ain’t what they used to be. Parents 

who watch their kids sweat over revision tend towards the brighter view. University 

tutors, who struggle to distinguish excellence from mediocrity among a sea of straightAs, tend to be more pessimistic. 

3 As we report today, the independent exams regulator has come down on the side of 

the optimists. Ken Boston, chief executive of the Qualifications and Curriculum 

Authority, says critics of the modern A-level are elitists pointlessly hankering after a 

bygone era when only a privileged few went to university. Today, 43 per cent do. The 

government’s target is 50 per cent by 2010. 

4 The A-level is a victim of its own success. Teachers have become better at coaching 

pupils to get good results. Pupils are better at feeding in the right answers. The system 

is delivering just what is expected of it - higher grades. 

5 We should stop worrying about whether exams are easier. The issue is, rather, what 

we want exams to do for children and how that differs from what we want schools to do 

for them. Universities and employers need exam results to indicate ability. If everyone 

continues to improve, they will inevitably look for ways of measuring greater 

achievement - the International Baccalaureate, for example, or simply ask the exam 

boards to recalibrate A-level grades. 

6 But schools are not all about testing. Alan Bennett’s play The History Boys, now 

made into an excellent film, brilliantly depicts the difference between teaching for exams 

and teaching for love of learning. It celebrates erudition as an aspiration that can and 

should ignore class boundaries. Too often today, it does not. Learning for its own sake 

has foolishly become identified with snobbery and elitism. The problem is that giving 

teachers the freedom to inspire will mean loosening the structures that bind them to 

achieving exam targets. And jeopardising those annually improving grades. 

7 When this year’s school-leavers celebrate the rewards of their hard work on 

Thursday, we should congratulate them. They and their teachers have done exactly 

what has been asked of them. 

 http://observer.guardian.co.uk/leaders
“the brighter view” (alinea 2) 

18 Wat houdt deze zienswijze in? 
“The A-level is a victim of its own success.” (paragraph 4) 

19 In what way, according to paragraphs 4 and 5? 

A It has been reduced to merely a means of selecting students for university. 

B It has placed such a strong emphasis on intellectual skills that other skills 

have become neglected. 

C It no longer gives the most gifted pupils the chance to stand out. 

20 Which of the following is in line with paragraph 5? 

A Employers and universities should have a say in the contents of 

examinations. 

B Examination results give a good indication of the quality of a school. 

C Measures are bound to be taken to counter the inflation of examination 

grades. 

D The A-level curriculum is too narrow and in need of a drastic overhaul. 

21 Which of the following is implied in paragraph 6? 

A Examination results should not suffer from attention given to extra-curricular 

activities. 

B Schools should not distinguish between pupils from different social classes. 

C Teachers should feel encouraged to make pupils pursue knowledge for its 

own sake. 

D Trendy educational practices should not endanger pupils’ chances of getting 

high grades. 
Tekst 5
Bad Science

1
When I am finally assassinated 

by an axe-wielding 

electrosensitive homeopathic 

antivaccine campaigner – and that day 

surely cannot be far off now – I should 

like to be remembered, primarily, for 

my childishness and immaturity. 

Occasionally, however, I like to write 

about serious issues. And I don’t just 

mean the increase in mumps cases 

from 94 people in 1996 to 43,322 in 

2005. No. 

2 
One thing we cover regularly in 

Bad Science is the way that only 

certain stories get media coverage. 

Scares about mercury fillings get 

double page spreads and Panorama 

documentaries; the subsequent 

research, suggesting they are safe, is 

ignored. Unpublished research on the 

dangers of the MMR vaccine gets 

multiple headlines; published research 

suggesting it is safe somehow gets 

missed. This all seems quite normal to 

us now. 

3 
Strangely, the very same thing 

happens in the academic scientific 

literature, and you catch us right in the 

middle of doing almost nothing about 

it. Publication bias is the phenomenon 

where positive trials are more likely to 

get published than negative ones, and 

it can happen for a huge number of 

reasons, sinister and otherwise. 

4 
Major academic journals aren’t 

falling over themselves to publish 

studies about new drugs that don’t 

work. Likewise, researchers get round 

to writing up ground-breaking 

discoveries before diligently 

documenting the bland, negative 

findings, which sometimes sit forever 

in that third drawer down in the filing 

cabinet in the corridor that nobody 

uses any more. 

5 
But it gets worse. If you do a trial 

for a drug company, they might – 

rarely – resort to the crude tactic of 

simply making you sit on negative 

results which they don’t like, and over 

the past few years there have been 

numerous systematic reviews showing 

that studies funded by the 

pharmaceutical industry are several 

times more likely to show favourable 

results than studies funded by 

independent sources. Most of this 

discrepancy will be down to cunning 

study design – asking the right 

questions for your drug – but some will 

be owing to Pinochet-style 

disappearings of unfavourable data. 

6 
Moreover, trials are often spread 

across many locations, so if the results 

are good, companies can publish 

different results, from different 

centres, at different times, in different 

journals. Suddenly there are lots of 

positive papers about their drug. Then, 

sometimes, results from different 

centres can be combined in different 

permutations, so the data from a single 

trial could get published in twodifferent studies, twice over: more 

good news! 

7 
This kind of tomfoolery is hard to 

spot unless you are looking for it, and 

if you look hard you find more 

surprises. An elegant paper reviewing 

studies of the drug Ondansetron 

showed not just that patients were 

double and treble counted; more than 

that, when this double counting was 

removed from the data, the apparent 

efficacy of the drug went down. 

Apparently the patients who did better 

were more likely to be double counted. 

Interesting. 

8 
The first paper describing these 

shenanigans was in 1959. That’s 15 

years before I was born. And there is a 

very simple and widely accepted 

solution: a compulsory international 

trials register. Give every trial a 

number, so that double counting is too 

embarrassingly obvious to bother with, 

so that trials can’t go missing in action, 

so that researchers can make sure they 

don’t needlessly duplicate, and much 

more. It’s not a wildly popular idea 

with drug companies. 

9
Meanwhile the system is such a 

mess that almost nobody 

knows exactly what it is. The 

US has its own register, but only for US 

trials, and specifically not for clinical 

trials in the developing world (I leave 

you to imagine why companies might 

do their trials in Africa). The EU has a 

sort of register, but most people aren’t 

allowed to look at it, for some reason. 

The Medical Research Council has its 

own. Some companies have their own. 

Some research charities do too. The 

best register is probably Current 

Controlled Trials, and that’s a 

completely voluntary one set up by 

some academics a few years ago. I have 

a modest prize for the person with the 

longest list of different clinical trial 

registers. 

10 
And why is this news? Because 

people have been calling for a 

compulsory register for 20 years, and 

this month, after years of consulting, 

the World Health Organisation proudly 

announced a voluntary code, and a 

directory of other people’s directories 

of clinical trials. If it’s beyond the wit 

of humankind to make a compulsory 

register for all published trials, then 

we truly are lame.

The Guardian, 2006

22 Which of the following can be concluded about the writer’s intentions from 

paragraph 1? 

1 He will not shy away from offering controversial views. 

2 He is going to focus on something he considers of real importance. 

A Only 1 is right. 

B Only 2 is right. 

C Both 1 and 2 are right. 

D Neither 1 nor 2 is right. 

23 What is the point made in paragraph 2? 

A Press stories on health risks only stimulate people’s belief in alternative 

medicine. 

B The average person will stick to unhealthy habits in spite of all the negative 

media reports. 

C The general public has become immune to health scares in the media. 

D The media do not follow up sensational bits of news with the actual facts. 

24 What is the function of paragraph 4? 

A It comments critically on the point made in paragraph 3. 

B It illustrates the point made in paragraph 3. 

C It introduces the subject matter of paragraph 5. 

D It states the causes for the situation described in paragraph 3. 

25 Which of the following statements agrees with the point made in paragraph 5? 

A Pharmaceutical companies are generally insensitive to complaints about the 

side effects of the drugs they sell. 

B Research can be conducted in such a way that it actually meets the wishes 

of pharmaceutical companies. 

C Scientists are reluctant to inform their sponsors of unfavourable research 

results. 

D Scientists favour those drug companies that give them generous funding.
26 Which of the following is the subject matter of paragraph 6? 

A How far drug companies have to go to get favourable test results published. 

B How little attention is given to unfavourable research results. 

C The elaborate care drug companies take to conduct their research properly. 

D The manipulation of positive research results by drug companies. 
“Interesting.” (at the end of paragraph 7) 

27 From whose point of view? 

From the point of view of those 

A doing research for the production of new drugs. 

B involved in manipulating test results. 

C seeking to expose the malpractices of drug companies. 

D who profited from the drug Ondansetron. 

28 Geef van elk van de volgende citaten uit de alinea’s 8 en 9 aan of hierin wel of 

niet sprake is van een ironische ondertoon. 

1 “Give every … bother with” (alinea 8) 

2 “It’s not … drug companies.” (alinea 8) 

3 “I have … trial registers.” (alinea 9) 

Noteer het nummer van elk citaat, gevolgd door “wel” of “niet”. 
29 Waarom is de schrijver ontevreden over de aankondiging van de World Health 

Organisation zoals beschreven in de laatste alinea? 
Tekst 6
Review 

THE MANY PATHS TO PEACE

1 
IS HUMAN nature essentially 

warlike? Beyond War: The human 

potential for peace will reassure 

anyone who would like to think 

humans incapable of peace. In a 

broad look at our species with a 

special focus on hunter-gatherers, 

social anthropologist Douglas Fry 

documents groups of people that 

have lived entirely without war for 

decades or more. So war is not 

inevitable. Furthermore, when war 

does happen it takes a variety of 

forms depending on how the societies 

involved are organised. Such 

unpredictability, Fry claims, justifies 

a major conclusion: war does not 

have evolutionary roots and can 

therefore be stopped.

2 
This is a passionate book 

containing a tidy account of systems 

of war and peace. Yet for all his care, 

Fry’s conclusions are quirky at best. 

Take his claim that war was rare 

among nomadic hunter-gatherers. 

This would startle anyone who has 

read about the appalling inter-group 

violence that sometimes touched the 

lives of hunter-gatherers, from the 

Arctic to the tip of South America.

3 
Fry justifies his assertion by 

being peculiarly restrictive in his 

definition of war. For instance, 

among the Andamanese huntergatherers who live on islands in the 

Bay of Bengal, men of one group (the 

Jarawa) are known to have killed any 

members of a neighbouring group 

(the Aka-Bea) whenever they 

encountered them. In Fry’s view this 

was feuding so it does not count as 

war. 10 , he excludes the practice 

of “maringo” by Australian 

aboriginals of the Murngin tribe, 

though it is defined as a surprise 

revenge attack by a group, always 

involving woundings or death.

4 
If Fry chooses not to call these 

lethal attacks on neighbouring 

groups “war”, that is his prerogative. 

But such attacks have long been 

known to have been the principal 

form of inter-group violence in smallscale societies, and were responsible 

for far more deaths than battles, 

which were relatively rare. Excluding 

them makes his conclusion about the 

rarity of war in primitive societies 

highly misleading.

5 
Certainly there have been some 

hunter-gatherers who in recent 

history did not attack their 

neighbours, such as the Semai people 

of the Malay peninsula and the Mbuti 

from the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo. Remarkably, Fry treats suchcases as models of Pleistocene life 

without reminding us that those 

people lived in tiny groups adjacent 

to politically powerful farmers or 

pastoralists whose military 

superiority would have made any 

attempt at violence absurd. Instead 

of seeing this as evidence that people 

know when not to fight, as I would, 

Fry uses them to reject the view that 

warfare is ancient, natural and an 

intrinsic part of human nature.

6 
What he really needs, but does 

not discuss, is an account of violence 

and peace among hunter-gatherers 

who lived surrounded by other 

hunter-gatherers. That would be an 

enormously better model of the 

Pleistocene. I believe I know what he 

would find. To judge from studies 

such as those of anthropologist 

Ernest Burch on the Inupaiq of 

Alaska, external warfare (meaning in 

this case lethal violence towards 

those who speak a different language 

or dialect) would regularly have been 

persistent and brutal.

7 
Fry does not hide his biases. He 

has written a work of advocacy 

because, he says, “If war is seen as 

intrinsic to man, then there is little 

point in trying to prevent, reduce, or 

abolish it.” We can sympathise with 

his distaste for violence and his 

wanting to do something about it. 

There is merit, too, in reminding us 

that there are many routes to peace. 

But he appears as if in a time-warp 

from the culture wars of the mid-

20th century, when “biological” was 

taken to mean “inevitable” rather 

than what it implies today: a selected 

tendency that responds to 

circumstance in ways that make 

sense.

8 
Fry may claim the moral high 

ground when he asserts that the 

notion of a peaceful evolutionary 

history for humans will make 

violence less likely in the future. In 

reality, there is nothing about his 

anthropological recipe for peace that 

rests on the view that war is 

unnatural. He says, for example, that 

we should “utilise conflict 

management processes in place of 

war”. Quite. So would someone who 

thinks that war has deep roots in 

human prehistory.

9 
Fry’s notion that an evolutionary 

analysis will lead to apathy in the 

face of threat is patently untrue. 

People like David Hamburg and 

Robert Hinde have been writing 

about the evolutionary roots of 

violence since the 1970s while also 

working at the highest levels to 

devise means of preventing war and 

genocide. Such efforts depend on a 

serious understanding of the 

biological propensities that tragically 

make humans vulnerable to the 

allure of inter-group violence, rather 

than on unrealistic visions of a 

prehistoric Eden. ●

Richard Wrangham is an 

anthropologist at Harvard 

University. 

New Scientist, 2007

30 Which of the following agrees with the contents of paragraph 1? 

According to Fry, 

A a proper organisation of society goes a long way towards preventing war. 

B examples of peaceful societies in the past can be the key to peaceful 

coexistence. 

C man is not genetically disposed towards war. 

31 Which of the following fits the gap in paragraph 3? 

A Ironically 

B Likewise 

C Nevertheless 

D To be fair 

32 What is implied in “If Fry … his prerogative.” (first sentence of paragraph 4)? 

A Fry did not do his homework properly when he researched his book. 

B Fry has every right to stress the differences between wars. 

C Fry rightly points out the importance of using correct terminology. 

D Fry’s definition of war does not cover the true nature of war. 

33 What point does the reviewer make about the Semai and the Mbuti 

(paragraph 5)? 

A Their lack of violence can be attributed to their isolated geographical situation. 

B Their peaceful existence was based on common sense rather than on their good nature. 

C They did not in fact live as peacefully as Fry would have the reader believe. 

D They somehow managed to keep their militant neighbours at a safe distance. 
34  What makes the “Inupaiq of Alaska” example (paragraph 6) more relevant than 

Fry’s examples (paragraph 5)? 

A The Inupaiq lived close to groups similar to their own. 

B The Inupaiq openly waged war on their neighbours. 

C The Inupaiq were an aggressive people by nature. 

D The Inupaiq were at war in a very remote area. 

35 What mistake does Fry make according to the reviewer (paragraph 7)? 

A Fry assumes that something that is natural is therefore inescapable. 

B Fry claims that biological instinct hardly affects human behaviour. 

C Fry confuses the frequency of wars with the idea of their inevitability. 

D Fry is too eager to propagate pacifist ideals.
36  Which question lies at the heart of paragraph 8? 

A Can anthropological research make a difference to the amount of violence in 

the world? 

B Does one’s view of war make a difference to the development of strategies 

to contain it? 

C Have humans become more successful at managing violent conflict over the 

centuries? 

D Will the human potential for peace ever prevail over the human potential for 

warfare? 

37 Geef van elk van de volgende beweringen aan of deze wel of niet in 

overeenstemming is met de inhoud van de alinea’s 8 en 9. 

1 Fry believes that his view of war and violence will contribute to a more 

peaceful society. 

2 Hamburg and Hinde have fewer illusions about human nature than Fry has. 

3 Fry overlooks the fact that evolution itself has been a story of constant 

struggle. 

4 The reviewer is convinced that peace can only come about by understanding 

that warfare is in man’s nature. 

Noteer het nummer van elke bewering, gevolgd door “wel” of “niet”. 

Uitgevers adverteren graag met citaten uit boekrecensies waarin het boek in een 

zo gunstig mogelijk daglicht komt te staan. 

38 Citeer de eerste twee woorden van de eerste zin uit deze recensie die voor dit 

doel gebruikt kan worden. 
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